ABSTRACT. New occurrences of II species ofreeffishes are reported forthe westem South Atlantic, range extensions are recorded for additiona l 37 reef species ai ong the Brazilian coast, and the distribution of reef ichthyofauna along the eastern coast of South America is commented upon. KEY WORDS . Western South Atlantic , Brazilian ichthyotàuna, reef fishes, new records, range extensions, latitud inal trends There is no re liable, recent compilation ofthe Brazilian marine ichthyofauna, not even for a particular geographical area, despite the continuous and well succeeded efforts of FIGUEIREDO (1978) , FIGUEIREDO & MENEZES (1978 , 1980 and for southeastern Brazi l, and two major contributions by Roux (1973 , 1979) for the whole Brazil ian coast. As an immediate consequence, no one knows exactly which and how many fish species are recorded for the Brazilian coast, nor what is the reported range of most marine fishes in this region of the western South Atlantic. ln recent years there has been a steady increase of new records of marine fishes on the Brazilian coast, especially of reef species (ROSA 1980 MO URA 1995; GUIMARÃES 1996a,b; ROCHA el aI. 1998). The presence ofpreviously unrecorded species indicate that the Brazilian reef ichthyofauna is considerably richer and an estimation of number, composition and distribution of species is still far from being obtained.
Remarks. First substantiated record for the cardinal soldierfish in the western South Atlantic (CARVALHO-FILHO 1992; ROCHA et aI. 1998) ; previous records south to Venezuela (MAGO-LECCIA 1965) .
Serranidae
Liopoproma carmabi (Randall, 1963) Specimens examined. BRAZIL, Espírito Santo: Guarapari (Ilha Escalvada, 16m), MZUSP 44934 (I), 58.5 mm, 3-VIlI-1986 Remarks. The known southernmost record for the candy basslet was in the Caribbean (RANDALL 1963 (RANDALL , 1983 . Remarks. Represent a south range extension, as the southernmost record for the lantern bass was the State ofRio de Janeiro . It is expected to occur further south at least to the State of Santa Catarina, since this is one ofthe most abundant small serranids on the coastal islands ofthe State ofSão Paulo.
Serranus baldwini (Evermann &
Marsch
Rypticus bistrispinus (Mitchill, 1818)
Specimens examined. BRAZIL, Bahia: Arembepe (I 2 0 47'S), MZUSP 46382 (J), 74.4 mm, I 0-VI-1985, A. Carvalho Filho leg.; Rio de Janeiro: Arraial do Cabo (Praia do Forno, 22°58'S), MZUSP 47483 (2), 64.6 and 62.1 mm, 16-V-1991, C.E.L. Ferreira leg..
Remarks . Represent a south range extension, as the southernmost record for this soapfish was northern Brazil, about 01 °50'S (COURTENA Y 1967). Remarks. First record for the jackknife fish in an oceanic island in the western South Atlantic (CHAO 1978; Remarks . First substantiated record for the western South Atlantic (CARVA- LHO-FILHO 1992; ROCHA et aI. 1998) , since the redspotted hawkfish was previously recorded south to Venezuela (MAGO-LECCIA 1965; RANDALL 1983 Remarks. Previously recorded south to the State of Bahia, the type locality (COPE 1871). Additional records for Brazilian scarids will be dealt with in another paper, since several taxonomic problems were detected regarding the parrotfishes from the western South Atlantic. 
Rypticus randalli

Tripterygiidae
Enneanectes altivelis
Chaenopsidae
Emb/emariopsis signifera (Ginsburg, 1942) Specimens examined. BRAZIL, São Paulo: Ubatuba (Ilha da Vitória, 23°44'S), MZUSP 46414 (4) Remarks. Previously recorded south to Angra dos Reis, State of Rio de Janeiro (MENEZES & FIGUEIREDO 1985) . This species is expected to occur further south, at least to the State of Santa Catarina, since it is still abundant on the São Paulo State coast, from where our specimens were obtained. 
Blenniidae
Gobiidae
Bathygobius mystacium Ginsburg 1947 Specimens examined. BRAZIL, Espírito Santo: Serra (Praia de Manguinhos, 20°11 'S, tidepool), ZUEC 2661-2674 (14) Remarks. Previously recorded south to Angra dos Reis, State of Rio de Janeiro (MENEZES & FIGUEIREDO 1985) . This fish is expected to occur further south, at least to the State of Santa Catarina, since it is one of the commonest gobies on the sand ofreefhabitats on islands along the coast ofthe São Paulo State.
Gnatholepis thompsoni Jordan, 1902
Specimens examined. BRAZIL, São Paulo: São Sebastião (Arquipélago dos A lcatrazes), MZUSP 46728 (1),62.5 mm, 15-IV-1994, R.L. Moura leg. .
Remarks. Previously recorded from the Atol das Rocas and continental northeastern Brazi l south to the State of Pernambuco (MENEZES & FIGUEIREDO 1985; RAMOS 1994) . Gilbert & Randall, 1968 Specimens examined. BRAZIL, São Paulo: São Sebastião (Praia de Baraqueçaba), MZUSP 462 15 (3),26.7-29.3 mm SL, 1-1993, A. Carvalho Fi lho leg..
Gobionellus saepepallens
Remarks. Previously recorded in the western South Atlantic from the State of Rio de Janeiro (GUIMARÃES 1996b) . Specimens from the State of Bahia were prev iously identified as Gobionellus comma Gilbert & Randall, 1979 (MENEZES & FIGUEIREDO 1985 . Ginsburg, 1939 Speci mens examined. BRAZIL, Santa Catarina: Porto Belo, MZUSP 46663 (30),24. 1-41.9 mm, 1-1988, A. Carvalho Fi lho leg..
Parrella macropteryx
Remarks. This goby is reco rded from the Caribbean (Cuba), and São Sebastião, southeastern Brazil (MENEZES & FIGUEIREDO 1985) . 
Reef fish distribution in the eastern coast of South America
Along the Brazilian coast, reefhabitats range from offshore reefs in the State of Maranhão to rocky reefs on the coast of the State of Santa Catarina, the southernmost limit of rocky reef bottoms under permanent influence of the warm Brazil Current (EvANs et ai. 1985; STRAMMA 1989) . Reeffish assemblages on the eastem coast ofSouth America are composed by: 1) circuntropical and Pan-Atlantic species (BRIGGS 1960) ; 2) species widely distributed in the Western tropical Atlantic; 3) species occuring on lhe eastern and northern coast of South America (BLASIOLA 1976) , and 4) Brazilian Province endemics (GREENFIELD 1988 (GREENFIELD , 1989 MOURA 1995; SAZIMA et aI. 1997 SAZIMA et aI. , 1998 .
There is a steadily growing evidence that a sizable portion ofthe Brazilian reef ichthyofauna is endemic to the western South Atlantic (GREENFIELD 1988 (GREENFIELD , 1989 MOURA 1995; SAZIMA et aI. 1997 SAZIMA et aI. ,1998 . Ofspecial interest is the fact that some supposedly Caribbean reef fish species recorded for the Brazilian coast proved later to be undescribed species endemic to the Brazilian Province (SAZlMA et ai. 1997 (SAZlMA et ai. , 1998 . Additional revisionary studies will probably showthat the sarne is true for some species dealt with in the present paper.
Oceanic islands offBrazil harbor a considerable number of endemic species, Although there is a considerable homogeneity in the composition ofreeffish faunas within the Brazilian Province, there are some latitudinal trends possibly related to salinity, bottom type, and temperature. The northern limit of reef fish distribution within the Province is poor1y known, due to an almost complete lack of collections along the coast of northern Brazil. Offshore reefs of the State of Maranhão, such as the Parcel Manoel Luís, represent the northern outposts of thi s fauna, separated from the Southern Caribbean by hypossaline waters (ALLERSMA 1971) and mud bottoms (ARAGNO 1971) off the mouths of the Mearim, Amazon and Orinoco rivers. Only a small number of reef fish species occur on the "stepping stones" (offshore sponge bottoms) between these two areas (COLLETTE & RUTZLER 1977) .
The largest coral reef assemblage along the Brazilian coast is located in the Archipelago of Abrolhos, offthe southern State ofBahia (HETZEL & CASTRO 1994; LEÃO et aI. 1988 ) and, as a consequence, the greatest reef fish species richness is expected to occur in this area, in spite of the very few fish collections from there . A preliminary study carried out by the authors in the Abrolhos area yielded about 150 reef fish species (unpubl. data) .
From the coast ofBahia through Santa Catarina there is a latitudinal decrease in the number of coral (LEÃO et ai. 1988) and reeffish species, probably related to water temperature and bottom configuration, the reef habitats gradually changing from coral reefs to rocky bottom with sparse coral heads. Very few reeffish species (e. g. Chromisjubauna, Ribeiroclinus eigenmanni) occur exclusively in the cooler waters south to the rich coral reef growth limits with increasing seasonal influence of the Falklands Current (STRAMMA 1989; MOURA 1995) .
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